




Chapter I — Department of Justice 
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.iml ot the Judgment tolw facts or 

Jjosiderations which Indicate that the 

loosed Judgment is inappropriate, lm- 
^ner or Inadequate and (2) to oppose 
ia attempt by any person to intervene 

Sl (^> e The Assistant Attorney General 
■n charge of the Land and Natural Re- 
farces Division may establish proced- 
!ires for implementing this policy. Where 
•$ la clear that the pubUc Interest in the 
iioLicy hereby established Is not compro- 
mised . the Assistant Attorney General 
may permit an exception to this policy 
to a specific case where 
circumstances require a period shorter 
than 30 days or a procedure other than 
stated herein. 

(Order No. 520-73. 38 FR 19029. July 17. 1973 J 

a 50.8 Policy with regard to criteria for 
discretionary access to investigatory 
records of historical interest* 

(a) In response to the Increased de- 
mand for access to investigatory files of 
historical Interest that were compiled by 
the Department of Justice for law en- 
forcement purposes and W tttoa 
exempted from compulsory disclosure 
under the Freedom of Information Act, 
the Department has decided to modify 
to the extent hereinafter indicated its 
general practice regarding their discre- 
tionary release. Issuance of this section 
and actions considered or taken pursuant 
hereto are not to he deemed a waiver or 
the Government's position that the ma- 
terials in question are exempted under 
the Act. By providing for exemptions in 
the Act. Congress conferred upon agen- 
cies the option, at the discretion of the 
agency, to grant or deny access to exempt 
materials unless prohibited by °tber law. 
Possible releases that maybe co^dered 
under this section are at the sole discre- 
tion of the Attorney General and of those 
persons to whom authority hereunder 
may be delegated. ^ _ 

*1 (b) Persons outside the Executive 

Branch engaged in historical reseaxch 
nroiccts will be accorded access to infor- 
mation or material of historical interest 
contained within this Departments in- 
vestigatory files compiled for law er^oree- 
ment purposes that are more than fif teen 
years old and are no longer substantially 
related to current investigal tive or law 
enforcement activities, subject to dele- 
tions to the minimum extent deemed 
necessary to protect law enforcement ef- 
ficiency and the privacy, confidences, or 
other legitimate interests of any person 


named or identified in such files. Access 
may be requested pursuant t o the De- 
partment’s regulations in 28 CFR Part 
16 A, as revised February 14, 1973. which 
set forth procedures and fees for process- 
ing such requests. . 

(c) The deletions referred to above will 
generally be as follows; 

(1) Names or other Identifying infor- 
mation as to informants; 

(2) Names or other Identifying infor- 
mation as to law enforcement personnel, 
where the disclosure of such information 
would jeopardize the safety of the em- 
ployee o? his family, or would disclose 
information about an employee’s assign- 
ments that would Impair his ability to 
work effectively; 

(3) Unsubstantiated — 

tory material, matter invplviiig an 
warranted invasion of prrVa ^g , & £ other 
matter which may be used adver 
affect private persons; 

( 4 ) investigatory techniques and pro- 

C (5) Information the release of which 
would deprive an individual of a right 
to a fair trial or impartial adjudication, 
or would Interfere with law e^orcement 
functions designed directly to protect 
Individuals against violations of law. 

(d) This policy for the exercise of 
administrative discretion is designed to 
further the public’s knowledge of mat- 
ters of historical interest and, at toe 
same time, to preserve this Department s 
law enforcement efficiency and P^tec* 
the legitimate interests of private 

porter No. 828-73, 38 FR 19029, July ». 1073 1 
§ 50.9 The Freedom of Information 
Committee. 

(a) A Freedom of Information Com- 
mittee is established within the Eepar - 
ment of Justice to encourage compliance 
v.lth the Freedom of Inf0 ™ atl °” 

USC. 552. throughout the Executive 
Branch. The Committee consists of at- 
torneys designated by the Assistant At- 
torney General. Office of Legal Counsel. 

one of whom shall be . de ?‘?" 3 ^ d bl l t he 
man. and attorneys designated by the 
Assistant Attorney General. Civil Dm 
slon The Committee shall coordinate the 
annual report of the Attorney General 
required by 5 U.S.C. 552(d) and sballpro- 
vide assistance and encouragement to 
Federal agencies In complying with the 
letter and spirit of the Freedom of In- 
formation Act through training of Fed- 
eral personnel and consultation with 
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